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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

A. M. Carr, R.N., Department Editor 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing 

HOW MUCH DOES THE GRADUATING NURSE KNOW ABOUT PUBLIC 

HEALTH NURSING? 

A Statement from Jane E. Hitchcock 

In 1903, it was my privilege to serve on the original Board of 
Nurse Examiners of New York State. Sophia F. Palmer was the 
president of the Board and it was a wonderful privilege to follow the 
lead of one who moved ahead of us with the evenness, directness, and 
assurance that she always displayed. But this is aside the subject. 
I understood that my appointment at that time was due to the fact 
that I represented the interest of "district" or "visiting" nursing in 
which our far-seeing leaders already recognized the beginning of a 
new development, although at that time the signs were not clear 
enough to point to the modern public health movement. During the 
years that followed and until 1919, when I retired from the service 
of the Board, I watched the advancing interest in public health nurs- 
ing. From time to time we inserted in our examinations, questions 
that tested the information of the "young nurse graduate" along this 
line. There also fell to my lot another opportunity to observe the 
quality of information of the nurses, and this from a slightly different 
angle. 

In 1913, I was entrusted with the Civil Service examination for 
the position of Municipal Nurse in New York City. From the suc- 
cessful list, appointments were made for the nurses employed by the 
Department of Health. This of course gave a rare chance for ques- 
tions on public health, sanitation, hygiene, etc. I was shocked to find 
nurses presenting themselves for this test who had no idea of the field 
of public health nursing nor of the duties of the positions for which 
they sought. This clearly pointed to the need of a more appealing 
message to schools of nursing. 

In 1918, I was released by the Board of Examiners to take up 
other work. At that time, an occasional question about public health 
nursing in some form of its teaching brought comparatively few intel- 
ligent replies. Good answers could almost invariably be traced to a 
school that gave its nurses some experience in the public health field, — 
rarely did it point to any class instruction on the subject. For the 
next two years I was engrossed with other nursing matters, but this 
June (1921), because of extra pressure of work on the part of the 
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Board and some leisure on my own, I found myself again meeting the 
graduating nurses in the examining room. Again they were touched 
up on the subject of this letter. 

The change that had taken place during the intervening two years 
was astonishing. The nurse who displayed absolute ignorance was 
rare and the grades of information seemed to mark the school from 
which the nurse was graduated as giving good experience, a little ex- 
perience, or none. Comparatively few answers appeared to be the 
result of a course in the theory of public health, but rather indicated 
information gleaned in passing. It must be understood that the above 
impressions were gathered from informal questions put at the exam- 
ination in Practical Procedures when the examiners have an oppor- 
tunity for a genuine exchange of ideas with the examinee. 

Public Health Nursing, with its broad and varied application of 
the facts of health and hygiene that the pupil has been assimilating, 
has not found a place in the required curriculum. It is taught as the 
director of the school is able to impress the need upon the controlling 
board and this body frequently finds it impossible to provide for more 
than is absolutely required for state registration. 

Has not the day arrived when the subject should appear in the 
required curriculum? Is it just to leave the nurse to pick up her idea 
of a subject of such steadily growing importance as best she can, in- 
stead of being led step by step to a real understanding of the funda- 
mentals of the public health movement? 

A JOINT HEALTH LIBRARY 

An interesting experiment in library cooperation is being made 
at 370 Seventh Avenue, New York, where the separate libraries of 
the National Tuberculosis Association, the National Committee for 
Mental Hygiene, the American Social Hygiene Association, and the 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing have been brought 
together in one collection under the administration of the Common 
Service Committee, which consists of the executive officers of these 
four organizations and the acting executive officer of the National 
Health Council. 

For the present, the component parts of the Common Service 
Committee library are to be treated as unit departments so far as 
cataloging and classification are concerned, but if the experiment 
proves successful, it is planned to adopt a common classification and 
a joint catalogue. A marked economy is already apparent in doing 
away with duplication in bookbuying and with overlapping of work 
by the library force. Many major and minor subjects are covered in 
the collections. The tuberculosis section merely touches on the 
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pathological side of the problem, but is very complete on the sociologi- 
cal side — care and treatment, sanatoria, statistics, surveys, etc. In the 
mental hygiene section, psychology, psychiatry, nervous and mental 
diseases, with causes, prevention and care are the chief subjects. The 
American Social Hygiene Association collection covers sex education, 
marriage, the family, reproduction, prostitution, public health, and 
the venereal diseases in their social aspect. Specific problems of 
community nursing and child welfare, as well as other obvious sub- 
jects are included in the Public Health Nursing department. 

Much of the material in the joint collection is in clipping and 
pamphlet form and for this reason, while all the divisions are avail- 
able for reference purposes, lending privileges in some subjects are 
somewhat restricted. Special concessions are made to nurses, stu- 
dents, physicians, social workers, and teachers, however, and the 
American Social Hygiene Association maintains a special lending 
service for lay readers. Material on the legal aspects of included sub- 
jects forms a valuable part of each department, and the joint reading 
room is supplied with the most important American, Canadian, and 
British, medical, psychological and general health periodicals with 
certain selected Continental magazines. Bibliographies on subjects 
connected in any way with the joint collection will be supplied on re- 
quest. A weekly index to health literature found in these periodicals 
is being issued by the Library. At present, this is distributed only 
to the staffs of the cooperating organizations. 

THE NEW BUILDING FOR THE HENRY STREET SETTLEMENT 

Henry Street has long had a dream of a new central building, that 
has recently been realized for us by Mrs. Schiff, who has given us 
$300,000 for the erection of such a building, in remembrance of her 
husband, Jacob Schiff, a supporter of the Settlement since its incep- 
tion, and a very dear friend of Miss Wald's for as many years. 

Fortunately we have been able to secure one of the best sites in 
the city, on the corner of Park Avenue and 40th Street, two blocks 
from the Grand Central Station, and within a minute's walk of the 
subway and elevated trains. The five story house at this location will 
be remodelled for our use. The basement will be converted into a 
cafeteria, the ground floor will contain offices and a bureau of informa- 
tion, the entire second floor will be turned into a large assembly room 
for meetings and lectures. Above this will be the administrative 
offices, and on the top floor a few bedrooms and baths. 

The building is preeminently for the use and convenience of the 
nurses, giving them an accessible and agreeable gathering place. As 
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Miss Wald puts it, "They may bring their friends, entertain their 
suitors, be married and buried from the new central building." 

The Central Building will, first of all, be what its name implies, 
a saver of time, and a shortener of distances. Largely administrative 
in character, it will connect and correlate all the branch offices scat- 
tered over the city. Above all we hope that soon it will become a land- 
mark and that there will be no one in New York who does not know 
of our new central building and through it of the Henry Street Nurs- 
ing Service and eventually of public health work in general through- 
out the country. 

MEETING OF THE NATIONAL TUBERCULOSIS ASSOCIATION 

The seventeenth annual meeting of the National Tuberculosis Association, 
held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, June 14 to 17, was one of the most successful 
of its kind in the history of the organization. Approximately 1,050 registered 
and a considerable number who attended were not registered. The reorganiza- 
tion of the Association, following lines recommended by the Committee on Reor- 
ganization of which Dr. David R. Lyman was chairman, was finally perfected at 
the meeting. The Board of Directors was expanded from 60 to 103, consisting 
of a representative director for state and affiliated associations, and 50 directors 
at large. 

Of first importance was the stress laid upon more continued medical and 
social research of tuberculosis work. Dr. Gerald B. Webb in his presidential 
address sounded a keynote of the entire meeting when he said, "We must frankly 
state our knowledge of tuberculosis and also the extent of our ignorance regarding 
it, so that we can more wisely guide the efforts made in prevention and cure and 
direct research to bring further enlightenment. * * * * While the Association is 
teaching, it should also be learning." 

Special emphasis was also placed upon the problem of tuberculosis as related 
to the children. The subject of nutrition was ably presented by Dr. W. R. P. 
Emerson and the Modern Health Crusade came in for a prominent discussion. In 
fact, the educational exhibits, the demonstration of Humpty Dumpty the health 
clown, Tiny Tim's House, and the Marionettes, all contributed toward the general 
impression that the child is the focal point at the present time for the anti- 
tuberculosis movement. 

Dr. Lee K. Frankel presented statistical evidence of intensive anti-tubercu- 
losis effort upon the death rate. He clearly showed that when the tuberculosis 
programme has been properly emphasized and where the results can be adequately 
measured, there is evidence to show that results are forthcoming in a decreased 
death rate. 

The problem of the ex-service soldier was taken up in detail and a resolution 
was passed recommending that Congress and the American Legion take steps to 
promote the further rehabilitatoin of ex-service men and to establish discipline 
so essential to the maintenance of morale in tuberculosis hospitals. 

ITEM 

Ella P. Crandall has been elected a member of the Board of Directors and a 
member of the Executive Committee of the National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing. 



